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powerful numerically, and that they have never been
able to settle down in any steady way to industry.
The Kanakas (among whom we may include the
Maories) were of course limited by area. They
could not do much in the small islands they peopled.
The best of them, however, have conciliated the
respect of Europeans rather as soldiers and politicians
than by any aptitude they have displayed for regular
work. Had Chinamen or Japanese descended upon
New Zealand instead of the Maories, those islands
would long ago have been covered with a population
of several millions, such as no modern European
power would have attempted to displace. We may
say even more certainly of the Red Indians, that if
they had chosen to learn agriculture from the first
European settlers, they would soon have been num-
erous enough to bar all progress to the West. The
Indians of Mexico, of Central America, and of Peru
who had attained to this level were not exterminated,
though they were treated for generations with the
most atrocious cruelty. At this moment pure or
half-caste Indians predominate in all the Spanish
colonies that lie to the north of Chili, and their pre-
dominance is becoming more marked every year.
Without wishing to deny or depreciate the fine
qualities of a race that has produced such men as
Juarez and Mejia, and the heroes who fought at
Humaita, we may surely say that the Indians whom
Cortez and ^Pizarro conquered were not civilised up
to the level of modern Hindoos or Chinamen, and
had not the physical stamina of the negro race. All
the more remarkable is it that they have survived
and multiply.

How   far   climate   has   co-operated   in   circum-